April 11, 1955, the Board 
the Contra Costa Mos- 
Abatement District resolu- 
committed the district fly 
addition mosquito con- 
which has been the exclusive aim 
the district for the past years. 
This was something historical 
mevent. This because far the 
writer knows this will the first 
public agency, operating direct 
for specific purposes specific 
area, engage sustained inten- 
fly control program. Certainly 
will the first mosquito abatement 
district California this, 
through the 1915 California Mosquito 
Abatement Act its original word- 
provided for the elimination 
mosquitoes, flies other insects.’’ 
recent years there has been increas- 
attention fly control local 
activity 
with alleviation flies 
focal points severe infestation. 
The flies that finally caused the 
Mosquito Abatement District com- 
Mit itself fly control were ‘‘resid- 
the time bristling new 
near Concord. These flies 
well pleased with life this 
community. And had 
their parents and their parents 
them. The abundant offspring 
unaware that their presence was 
And how were they know? 
these highly intelligent be- 
who lived here too, providing all 
wonderful places raise big 
flies? Piles grass clip- 
that ‘‘attractive’’ place not too 
far away where choice things from 
cans backyards were dumped 
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just for flies? And didn’t they leave 
the covers off the cans sometimes 
flies could get inside? And the choice 
material they stuck the bottoms 
some the cans was just for flies! 
And that place they fixed for flies 
where all those chickens are! Surely 
such intelligent beings know they are 
making these places for 
flies and their offspring. They must 
like share their homes with flies. 
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CONTRA COSTA MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT PIONEERS FLY CONTROL 


CAMPBELL, Manager, Contra Costa Mosquito Abatement District 


However, two these intelligent 
beings had entirely different ideas 
the man-fly relationship. These two 
were Mrs. George Faul and Mrs. Elsie 
Hinrichs, residents Concord’s Hol- 
brook Heights. One fateful day the 
fall 1954, Mrs. Faul exasperatedly 
said Mrs. Hinrichs, ‘‘You know 
Elsie, have had about all can stand 
little item daily column the 


Citizen action has stimulated the Contra Costa Mosquito Abatement District take the job fly 


control, pioneering venture for mosquito abatement districts. Shown here with Ernest Campbell, man- 


ager the district, are two Concord (Contra Costa County) housewives, Mrs. Elsie Hinrichs, left, and 
Mrs. George Faul, who initiated citizens’ committee which gained district-wide support for the program. 


District boundaries, outlined wall map, include most Contra Costa County east the Berkeley- 


Richmond hills. 


. 
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Concord Transcript asking people who 
are interested getting rid these 
flies phone some place. Trouble 
not home all the time 
phone number wouldn’t 

phone number, Pat. 
would anything get rid these 
flies. home here with the children 

the battle was joined. The flies 
would have been amazed the num- 
ber people who did not like them. 
And were Mrs. Faul and Mrs. Hin- 
richs. 

Citizens’ Committee 


When winter came and flies became 
vague memory last summer, some 
the interested people lost interest. 
But Mrs. Faul and Mrs. Hinrichs 
were determined, and were aided and 
abetted other stalwarts. ‘‘Cen- 
tral Contra Costa County Citizens’ 
Committee for Fly Control’’ was 
formed. soon became apparent that 
fly control operation would require 
that established sound geo- 
graphical basis, flies move around. 
(They often range four miles, and 
sometimes many miles more.) be- 
came further apparent that exist- 
ing agency was tailored for the 
job, the Contra Costa Mosquito 
Abatement District. And the law un- 
der which the district was formed 
provided specifically for the elimina- 
tion flies and other insects addi- 
tion mosquitoes. Trouble was the 
district had been formed with only 
mosquitoes mind. 


The Citizens’ Committee became 
that enough civie organi- 
zations endorsed fly control done 
the mosquito district, the district 
trustees would extend their operations 
and budget fly control. En- 
dorsements were secured from city 
Chambers 
P.T.A.’s and other civie groups. Rep- 
resentatives the fly committee ap- 
peared before the Mosquito District 
Board Trustees April 11, 1955. 
Speaking for the committee, Mrs. 
Faul described the existing intolerable 
fly condition; the open public meet- 
ings which had been held and the 
citizen response indicating that senti- 
ment the area overwhelmingly fa- 
vored fly control and willingness 
pay for it. Mrs. Faul also indicated 
that many citizens had devoted un- 
tiring effort and devotion the cause 
and that community enterprise. 


was apparent the trustees that 
the people wanted, and were willing 
pay for fly control, for organi- 
zations had gone record approving 
the proposal and none had vetoed it. 
The district’s manager had estimated 
the additional cost would require 
tax increase $0.016 per hundred 
and figure had been quoted 
the citizens’ committee. 

The words ‘‘fly’’ ‘‘flies’’ are 
used here the ordinary sense, mean- 
ing ‘‘domestic’’ flies both medical 
and nuisance significance, and 
which the larval stage requires moist 
matter. 


Fly Problem Man-caused 


contrast some natural detri- 
ments man’s welfare, the fly prob- 
lem principally man-caused. may 
caused incorrect methods dis- 
posing waste organic matter, such 
municipal garbage, and waste 
trimmings from fruit and vegetable 
canning and processing plants. may 
caused raising poultry and do- 
protein diets and without planning 
prevent fly production. Backyards are 
often source flies through heaps 
with provision prevent fly breed- 
ing. Another cause the bad practice 
leaving the lid off garbage cans, 
especially cans that have residual 
matter remaining the bottom. 


Fly production had been the in- 
crease the area covered the Con- 
tra Costa Mosquito Abatement Dis- 
trict due intensified activity 
things that incidentally produce flies 
and changes management prac- 
tice. The fly problem had become acute 
partly because the recent building 
expansion and trend suburban liv- 
ing. This suburban living, large 
part, reality, expansion urban 
living into areas where flies have al- 
ways been present some extent. 

The trend outdoor living, which 
has accompanied the suburban expan- 
sion, has been factor the flies be- 
coming problem. Outdoor living 
impossible, least loses its appeal, 
when flies and humans attempt 
the same place outdoors, espe- 
cially meal time. spite 
proud ancestry which subdued prim- 
itive jungle, Homo sapiens usually re- 
tires from the arena and cowers in- 
doors, even hot days, while Musca 


domestica and few relatives reign 
supreme outdoors. 

The start the building expansion 
was somewhat coincident time with 
the advent the then new 
chemicals. The tendency was rely 
these chemicals for fly control and 
ignore the concept fly prevention 
through basic sanitation,’’ the proper 
handling disposal organic mat- 
ter. This period laxity 
sanitation avoid fly production 
undoubtedly factor the present 
fly problem. 


Basic Sanitation 


sad fact that too many people 
still hope that continuous flow 
new chemicals will developed 
solve the fly problem fast flies 
become resistant the old chemicals. 
The chemists may develop such chem- 
icals. But experience has abundantly 
demonstrated that such chemicals are 
effective only supplement good 
sanitation fly prevention. 
believe otherwise leads only sad 
disillusionment. 

addition being health haz- 
ard, flies are annoying and their con- 
trol matter elimination both 
the health hazard and the annoyance. 
laboratory demonstration and 
theory, flies are capable mechani- 
cally spreading many diseases. Never- 
theless, they are not known the 
sole spreader any one disease, 
the anopheles mosquito the spread 
malaria. follows that undue di- 
version local public health funds 
for sustained intensive anti-fly pro- 
gram might require higher priority 
health hazard than flies have 
our present state knowledge. This 
would particularly true areas 
such Contra Costa County, where 
the fly problem has been coincident 
with rapid growth and bringing in- 
demands local health de- 
partments and their budgets. County 
health departments, with the over-all 
health matters, are 
part regulatory agencies and in- 
evitably somewhat channelized the 
administration regulations. 

Mosquito abatement districts, the 


other hand, are geared and oriented 


for direct control operations. may 
presumed from the California Mos- 
quito Abatement Act that mosquito 
districts are dedicated the better- 
ment the public economy, health 
and comfort. 
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Dr. Henrik Blum, Contra Costa 
County Health Officer, who had been 
over the increasing fly 
presence central Contra Costa 
County, coneurred the belief that 
the mosquito district the logical 
agency perform the function fly 
the area. The district will 
work close cooperation with the 
County Health Department. 

Speaking cooperation, Ray 
Goble, the Contra Costa County Di- 
rector the University Agricultural 
Extension Service, and Joseph Bor- 
den, Farm Adviser, have been and are 
active assisting farm operators, es- 
pecially poultry raisers, devising 
methods operation prevent fly 
production. And fly control will 
achieved only everyone getting 
into the act. 


History District 


The Contra Costa Mosquito Abate- 
ment District first started operations 
April 15, 1927, combat the then 
existing infestation vicious 
daytime-biting salt marsh mosquitoes. 
Formation the district was largely 
response demands industry 
for relief from the detri- 
ment that these hordes mosquitoes 
were causing. 


People who have never had live 
with hordes day-active mosquitoes 
cannot readily realize the disturbance 
and torment they can be. addition 
the economic loss being suffered 
industry was the disruption normal 
outdoor activity. least one in- 
stance past days the early ringing 
the old-fashioned school bell was 
the signal that there would 
school today account mosquitoes. 


Mosquitoes abundance were not 
new thing the San Francisco Bay 
area. Apparently 1769 party 
from Monterey discovered south 
arm San Francisco Bay, but did 
not realize the importance their 
discovery. 1772 the first recorded 
land expedition penetrate the up- 
per Bay area, made its way the east 
side the Bay. The party, under Don 
Pedro Fages, was attempting get 
around the intervening body water, 


still not aware its importance, and 


make their way the quiet water off 
Point Reyes, which was the time 
known San Francisco Bay. The 
purpose the party was find the 
most suitable site for mission, which 


was founded there. The expedi- 
tion camped near what now Mar- 
tinez, Contra Costa County, March 
29, 1772. The diary for the expedition, 
kept Fray Juan Crespi, recorded 
for March 27th, the absence hea- 
thens and being much plagued 
mosquitoes which molested our party 
much more than they molest the 
inhabitants the port San 

The original district, established 
1927, consisted square miles, 
comprising strip along the water 
front extending from and 
Martinez and Pittsburg, with water 
frontage approximately miles. 

The district started work under the 
able direction Noble Stover, 
pioneer California mosquito district 
manager, who, the father organ- 
ized mosquito abatement the State, 
left rich heritage practical and 
approach mosquito con- 
trol. The new district embarked 
program marsh drainage con- 
trol breeding approximately 12,000 
acres tide marsh. The work was 
immediate and the taxpayers 
were highly pleased, even with the 
original tax cents per hundred- 
dollar assessed valuation. Marsh land 
the lower Bay and the rich peat 
lands the upper Bay delta are 
suitable for agriculture. The peat 
muck area between rated only 
percent productive the most 
productive land the county. Except 
for some cooperative drainage with 
industry, has been necessary for 
the Mosquito Abatement District 
continue maintenance drainage for 
mosquito control these marsh areas. 


Control Methods Have Changed 


lot water has gone under the 
bridge April 15, 1927. those 
days the ‘‘mosquito had de- 
pend pretty much drainage, sup- 
plemented with diesel fuel oil 
larvacide. The use the airplane 
tool the trade did not become 
cessful until the advent DDT after 
the war. Even ground power spraying 
equipment did not process the light 
and precision qualities today’s 
equipment, including today’s phenom- 
enon which take for granted—that 
dependable little work horse the 
light air-cooled gasoline engine. Light, 
four-wheel drive equipment such 
the Jeep was not existence for 
transportation soft inaccessible 


places. Today emergency the 
mosquito man can take some measures 
against flying adult mosquitoes. Be- 
fore the advent the ‘‘wonder’’ 
find himself the unwilling host 
mosquitoes his district, was 
stuck with them until old age over- 
his unwanted charges, maybe 
two three weeks. 

1927 malaria was still considered 
serious disease California, though 
now apparent that was the 
decline. The recognition mosquito- 
transmitted encephalitis was 
still the future. The disease was 
not apparent until the thirties, and 
the mysterious viruses did not begin 
grudgingly give their secrets 
until the late thirties. 

With the success mosquito con- 
trol along the water front Central 
Contra Costa County was not long 
before inland areas requested annexa- 
tion control mosquito breeding 
water incidental common usage 
man, and other natural re- 
sidual water, all things, 
rain water which collects decayed 
holes trees. 

These mosquitoes are not known 
any health significance, and are 
presently relatively few numbers. 
However, they provide the district 
with exasperating period for about 
two weeks each spring. Decayed holes 
trees constitute the one source 
mosquitoes with which the district has 
not yet been able deal satisfactorily. 


District Covers 509 Square Miles 


The gradual enlargement the 
district culminated December 15, 
1952, expansion the district 
509 the county’s 734 square miles, 
most Contra Costa 
County east the Berkeley-Rich- 
mond hills, except for 136 square miles 
the extreme east the county. 
This 136 square miles had been formed 
into the Diablo Valley Mosquito 
Abatement District November 13, 
1951. the tax year 1954-55 the 
Contra Costa District had assessed 
valuation $250,000,000, tax rate 
$0.028 per hundred and esti- 
mated population 180,000. 

The incident which motivated the 
final district expansion late 1952 
was the encephalitis that 
year parts California. While 
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Contra Costa County presumed 
outside the more hazardous epi- 
encephalitis area the Cen- 
tral Valley, nevertheless within the 
District 1952 were many cases 
equine encephalomyelitis. The equine 
form the same virus the princi- 
pal virus causing the 1952 epidemic 
humans, people were under- 
standably apprehensive. And there 
was upsurge the presence the 
mosquito’’ the dis- 
trict that year. any event, 1952 
the district boundaries had become 
untenable even normal years, due 
home building expansion. The 1952 
district enlargement resulted geo- 
graphically tenable boundaries for 
mosquito control. And, incidentally, 
provided boundaries which are also 
tenable for fly control operations. 


Approach Fly Control 


The problem being what is, 
fly production organic matter 
which principally incidental 
man’s activities, sensible approach 
automatically that seeking es- 
tablish practices which will avoid fly 
production. 

The district’s approach the prob- 
lem could not better stated than 
Edgar Smith, Director, Divi- 
sion Vector Control the Santa 
Clara County Health Department 
(which carrying fly control 
program), emphasis will 
placed the progressive reduction 
and elimination fly sources through 
education, persuasion and coopera- 
The district anticipates some 
limited emergency-type chemical con- 
trol, and regrettably, may become in- 
volved recourse legal 
action. 

The primitive method municipal 
garbage disposal simple dumping 
isolated areas and letting nature 
take its course, produces flies and rats, 
well other nuisances. So-called 
isolated areas are becoming nonexist- 
ent and due population pressures 
and the need for good sanitation, open 
dumping must give way more satis- 
factory methods disposal. 

considering the total problem in- 
volved, the report ‘‘Reclamation 
Municipal Refuse 
Sanitary Engineering Research Proj- 
ects, Technical Bulletin No. 


Series contains pertinent con- 
siderations. quote: 


“An ancient Roman signpost unearthed 
recent years bore the warning citizens 
Your Refuse Further You Will 
evidence that the question 
what with solid wastes originating 
cities has long been subject imperfect 
answers. Within the State California and, 
fact, throughout the entire United States 
numerous communities are still need 
economical and satisfactory method ref- 
use disposal. the same time need for 
returning organic matter the soil, the 
agricultural productivity much our land 
addition, the arid areas the world con- 
stitute the only remaining sources major 
future increases good production culti- 
vation, and full reclamation such arid 
requires organic humus well water for 
irrigation. California, with its intensive 
agriculture, its extensive arid land, and its 
problems refuse disposal there seems 
clear need for studies which might point 
the way commercial recovery organic 
wastes composting, with resulting profit 
enterprise, cities, and the land.” 


The report then plunges into the 
technical aspects the problem with 
particular emphasis the quick 
method, days. This involves 
practices which encourage the high 
heat (aerobic) bacteria. 
The report concludes part: 

“There would seem good possibility 
for risk capital the composting business, 
provided private enterprise can secure proper 
rights public-owned refuse.” 

This method waste disposal, 
course, not confined municipal 
garbage but would other 
things manure, vegetable trimmings 
and cannery wastes. Properly done, 
this method does not result fly pro- 
duction bad odors. 

The activities the Bureau 
tor Control, State Department Pub- 
lic Health, have helped pave the way 
leading the district’s determina- 
tion engage fly control timely 
consultation all phases the 
problem. 

course, persons are prob- 
ably only incidental events and the 
stage was set for the drama when the 
1915 California Mosquito Abatement 
Act, remarkably sound piece basic 
legislation proven the test 
time, provided for taking ‘‘all neces- 
sary proper steps for the elimina- 
tion mosquitoes, flies other in- 


*($1 postpaid from University California, 
Berkeley, California.) 


Public Health Positions 


Long Beach 

Public Health Nurse: Salary range 
417. Examination will held August 26th, 
Nonresidents may apply, but must agree 
reside the City Long Beach upon ap- 
pointment. Inquiries should directed 
Litwack, M.D., Health Officer, Long 
Beach Department Public Health, 2655 
Pine Avenue, Long Beach the 
Service Commission, Room 332, Municipal 
Utilities Building, 215 West Broadway, Long 
Seach 


Merced County 


Public Health Nurse: Salary range $325- 
395. Apply Merced County Personnel De- 
partment, Courts Building, Merced. 


San Joaquin County 


Public Health Nurses: Salary range $335- 
420. Generalized program including school 
services. Cars furnished mileage allowed, 
For further information write Bing- 
ham, M.D., Health Officer, San Joaquin 
Local Health District, Box 2009, 


Sonoma County 

Sanitarian: Salary range $297-357, with 
possible increase July 1st. Write West- 
phal, M.D., Health Officer, Sonoma County 
Department Public Health, 3325 Chanate 
Road, Santa Rosa. 


Ventura County 

Bacteriologist: Salary range $310-378. Cali- 
fornia license required. Write Frank Gal- 
lison, M.D., Director, Ventura County Health 
Department, Courthouse, Ventura. 


Public Health Laboratory Directors 


Hold Asilomar Institute 

The Sixth Annual Institute Pub- 
Health Laboratory Directors 
California was held Asilomar April 
15th-17th. The meeting this year was 
the public health laboratories 
the State. Eighty-four individuals 
were present. 


Principal presentations covered the 
subjects infant diarrheal infee- 
tions and syphilis serology. special 
interest was the device 
for individual consultation. 
technique was used last year for the 
first time with outstanding success. 
Through this method, the consultants 
remain stationary, well-marked sta- 
tions, while those seeking information 
travel from point point they 
choose. 


The meetings were attended 
participants from the 
Health Services well state and 
local staff. 
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Governor Knight Reappoints 


Two Members State Board 


Samuel McClendon, M.D., San 
Diego pediatrician, and Francis 
Walsh, vice president Los An- 
geles pharmaceutical firm, have been 
reappointed Governor Goodwin 
Knight for four-year terms the 
State Board Public Health. Their 
terms will expire January 15, 1959. 

Dr. has served the 
board since 1943 and Mr. Walsh was 
appointed last year for one-year 


SAMUEL McCLENDON, M.D. 
San Diego 


term when the membership the 
board was enlarged from seven 
nine members accordance with 


legislative amendment enacted the 
1953 Session. Mr. Walsh past 
member the State Board Phar- 


FRANCIS WALSH 
Angeles 


macy and for two years served its 
president. 

Other members the present State 
Board Public Health and the year 
their terms expire are: Elmer Belt, 
M.D., Los Angeles, 1956; Harry 
Henderson, M.D., Santa Barbara, 
1956; Mrs. Bevil, Sacramento, 
Errol King, D.O., Riverside, 
1957 Sanford Moose, D.D.S., San 
1957; Charles Smith, 
M.D., Board President, Berkeley, 
1958; and James Rinehart, board 
vice president, San 1958. 


First Series Syphilis 
Serology Workshops Held 
April 12-13 the Department 


The first series workshops 
syphilis serology was held April 12th 
and 13th the department for clin- 
ical laboratory personnel who are en- 
gaged doing these tests. Some 
persons, representing laboratories 
attended this first session. The work- 
shop was conducted with the assist- 
ance personnel from the Venereal 
Disease Research Laboratory the 
Public Health Service. The 
VDRL staff demonstrated their teach- 
ing techniques for the benefit lab- 
oratory staff the State Department 
Public Health, who turn will 
workshops for local clinical 


laboratory personnel throughout the 
State. 


conformity with plan ap- 
proved the California Conference 
Local Health Officers, expected 
that the State will covered hold- 
ing similar workshops selected 
county and municipal laboratories. 
About such sessions are contem- 
plated. 

The workshop was held one 
the laboratory rooms the new State 
Department Public Health Build- 
ing Berkeley. Tests run the 
group were the first laboratory func- 
tions performed the new quarters, 
the various laboratories the de- 
partment had not yet begun their 
move into the building. 


Dr. Palmer Returns From Germany 


George Palmer, Ph.D., Training 
Officer for the department, recently 
returned from month Germany 
which and seven other members 
party observed health and 
related services eight German cities 
and surrounding areas. Others the 
group were representatives the 
Public Health Service, the 
Army, two schools preventive medi- 
cine (Cornell and Louisiana), the Na- 
tional Foundation for Infantile Paral- 
ysis, the Medical School Columbia 
University, and the American Medical 
Association. 

The centers visited included Bonn, 
Dusseldorf, Cologne, Hamburg, Stutt- 
gart, Wiesbaden, Munich, and West 
Berlin. The party visited health de- 
partments, medical schools, schools 
health, schools, hos- 
pitals, homes for children and for the 
aged, technical institutes, industrial 
programs and refugee camps. 

Dr. Palmer reports that local health 
departments have lower budgets and 
fewer employees than this Country. 
There are more physicians health 
departments, but practically sani- 
tarians. Missing also were public 
health analysts, health educators and 
engineers. Medical technicians are be- 
ing trained both laboratory work 
and the operation X-ray equip- 
ment. Those having training both 
nursing and social work form the 
largest group employees. 

The party also observed the meas- 
ures being taken care for large 
numbers refugees pouring from 
East Berlin—up 300 per day. 


Health Education Scholarship 


The Philadelphia Division the 
American Cancer Society has an- 
nounced $2,700 health educa- 
tion scholarship for graduate study. 
residence requirements have been 
stipulated, but applicants must ‘‘ex- 
press intention continuing the 
field health education after 
graduation, with preference being 
given employment Pennsylva- 
Applications must filed prior 
July 15, 1955, with George Hahn, 
M.D., Chairman, Professional 
tion Committee, American Cancer So- 
ciety, Philadelphia Division, 
Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia 
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California Conference Local 
Health Officers Holds Meeting 
New Department Building 


The ninth spring meeting the 
California Conference Local Health 
Officers was held Berkeley May 
and 1955. Dr. Harold Chope, 
Director the Department Public 
Health and Welfare San Mateo 
County and President the confer- 
ence, presided. 

Dr. Merrill, State Di- 
rector Public Health, welcomed the 
conference the new building and 
introduced the guests the confer- 
ence. They were Dr. Ralph Mucken- 
fuss, Director the Naval 
Biological Laboratory, University 
California; Dr. Estelle Ford Warner 
the World Health Organization, 
recently returned from India; Mrs. 
Marie Goik, R.N., the Children’s 
Bureau, San Francisco; and Mr. 
Clint Jackson, Chairman the Board 
Supervisors, Siskiyou County, and 
Chairman the Health and Welfare 
Committee the Northern California 
County Supervisors Association. 

Five new health officers were intro- 
duced: Dr. Emil Palmquist 
Berkeley, Dr. Rachel Sandrock 
Shasta County, Dr. Russell Fergu- 
son Santa Cruz County, Dr. Elmo 
Alexander Tulare County, and Dr. 
Garold Faber, whose appointment 
Health Officer Butte County will 
become effective June 15, 1955. 

Dr. Merrill also made the 
tion the conference’s guest speaker, 
Dr. Leroy Burney, Deputy Chief 
the Bureau State Services, Pub- 
lic Health Service, Washington, 
Dr. Burney spoke the subject 
the changing emphasis the national 
level problems public health 
and the possible implications these 
changes for local health department 
programs. 

Dr. Richard Boyd, Regional Direc- 
tor, Region the Public Health 
Service, presented information the 
conference the Commissioned Re- 
serve Corps part the planning 
for civil defense. stated that the 
Health Service has agreed that 
persons now engaged public health 
work will not actively recruited, 
but that the purpose the corps 
make the best possible utilization 
trained public health workers when 
emergencies arise. 


Poliomyelitis 


large part the meeting was 
devoted the polio- 
myelitis situation California and 
throughout the Country, particularly 
the polio vaccine problems. sum- 
mary the present situation the 
State reported elsewhere this 
issue. 

The conference passed resolution 
expressing their appreciation and 
confidence the leadership Dr. 
Merrill and his staff their handling 
the poliomyelitis vaccine situation, 
and another expressing appreciation 
the press, radio, and television 
services for their accurate reporting 
the vaccine situation. 


Legislation 


Dr. James Health Offi- 
cer Alameda County, who has been 
acting legislative representative 
for the conference, and Mr. Robert 
Webster, Chief the Division Ad- 
ministration the State Department 
Public Health, reported bills 
related public health that are be- 
fore the Legislature that have been 
passed. Among the latter bill that 
has been signed the Governor giv- 
ing physicians with residencies 
public health the same privileges 
those with residencies other spe- 
cialties—that being resident with- 
out license for one year. This legisla- 
tion effective September 10, 1955. 

The Committee Administrative 
Practices, Dr. Elmer Bingham, 
San Joaquin District Health Officer, 
chairman, reported the matters 
submitted the five study com- 
mittees the conference since the 
previous meeting November, 1954, 
Bakersfield. 


Relations With Tuberculosis Associations 


Recognizing the valuable contribu- 
tions local tuberculosis associations 
toward the health communities 
California, the conference recom- 
mended that health officers continue 
work with local tuberculosis asso- 
ciations, sharing pertinent available 
information achieve effective tu- 
control program. 

The conference also endorsed rec- 
ommendation made the California 
Tuberculosis and Health Association 
that pilot study made evalu- 
ate the particular usefulness mass 
tuberculin testing case finding and 
measuring the level and rate 


infection with tuberculosis. The con- 
ference recommended that the associ- 
ation add their statement that in- 
tradermal testing the accepted 
method, but that patch testing under 
adequate conditions acceptable. 


Rabies Control Regulations 


The conference recommended that 
vaccination dogs against rabies 
used means release dogs 
from quarantine imposed rabies 
endemic areas. They recommended 
that, the the quaran- 
tine authority, dog vaccinated with 
approved canine antirabies 
cine may released from quarantine 
days after vaccination. Further- 
more, valid evidence presented 
that dogs were vaccinated with chick- 
embryo vaccine not more than one 
year before, with nerve tissue 
cine not more than six months before, 
and, either case, not less than 
days immediately preceding the quar- 
antine order, such dogs may ex- 
empt from quarantine. 

taking this action the conference 
stated that they recognize that uni- 
versal vaccination all domestic ani- 
mals susceptible rabies would pro- 
vide optimum protection against this 
disease both man and animals, but 
that they also recognize that without 
general public acceptance, this pre- 
sents practical difficulties. They 
ognize, too, that compulsory vaccina- 
tion all dogs rabies endemic 
areas presents practical difficulties 
for the same reason. 


Communicable Disease General 
Hospitals 

The conference recommended that 
communicable disease patients 
encouraged general hospitals 
with without isolation wards, 
where, the opinion the health 
officer, hospital personnel may 
properly trained and supervised, and 
proper procedures are maintained. 


Relations Water Pollution Control 
Boards and Health Departments 

The conference accepted and en- 
dorsed the statement prepared jointly 
the State Department 
Health and the State Water Pollution 
Board suggested relations re- 
gional, water pollution control boards 
and health agencies waste 
charge requirements, 
mended that local health departments 
use this statement guide. 
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The conference also went record 
that the local health department and 
the State Department Public 
Health should confer recommen- 
dations made regional water pollu- 
tion control boards. They also asked 
the president the conference sug- 
gest the State and Regional Water 
Pollution Control Boards that when 
recommendations are requested 
either state local health depart- 
ments least month’s time per- 
mitted, possible, for investigations 
necessary before recommendation. 


Health Center Construction Applications 


The conference recommended that 
any health jurisdiction applying for 
health center construction funds 
must meet the financial, program, 
and personnel standards set the 
California Administrative Code for 
receipt state public health assist- 
ance funds, but that multi-county sit- 
uations should considered spe- 
cial situations. such situation, 
with only one county making appli- 
eation for funds, the application 
should considered the applying 
county meets requirements law. 

The conference also recommended 
that counties should considered for 
health center construction funds 
they are contracting with the State 
Department Public Health for the 
provision public health services 
and the services thus provided meet 
the minimum standards for health de- 
partments approved for state subsidy. 


Fall Meeting the Conference 


The conference recommended the 
State Director Public Health that 
the invitation the Orange County 
Board Supervisors hold the fall 
meeting Santa Ana accepted. 
date has yet been set for this 
meeting. 


Imperial County Social Worker 


Miss Frances McFeely has been em- 
ployed social worker the Im- 
perial County Health Department 
the result grant the Rosenberg 
Foundation which made establishment 
the position possible. Miss 
Feely’s name was inadvertently omit- 
ted the article which appeared 
the June Ist issue California’s 
Health announcing the position. She 
the first professionally trained so- 
cial worker the county. 


Western States Civil Defense 
Meeting Held San Francisco 


The California State Department 
Health participated with 
other state health departments and 
civil defense departments the 
western states joint meeting with 
the Public Health Service held 
San recently. 


Outstanding men their respec- 
tive fields gave lectures the 
subjects communicable disease con- 
trol and biological warfare, civil de- 
fense research and training, chemical 
warfare defense problems, nuclear 
weapons, protection water supplies 
against intentional contamination and 
public health responsibilities civil 
defense. 

Group studies followed the lectures. 
One group considered radiological de- 
fense; another, biological warfare 
defense; third, chemical warfare 
defense; fourth, civil defense train- 
ing; and the fifth, public health prob- 
lems mass evacuation. 


Each group summarized its find- 
ings and made recommendations for 
action appropriate state and fed- 
eral agencies. Among the conclusions 
were these: 


diological health essential. 
should directed the general 
population and include pre- and 
post-blast behavior. 


bo 


Civil defense instruction would 
valuable addition school 


The Public Health Service should 
provide training for certain key 
state personnel biological war- 
fare defense. 
should include private and pub- 
lic health physicians, laboratory 
workers and sanitation person- 
nel. 


The value immunizations 
among the general should 
pointed out means bio- 
logical warfare defense. 


Research should continued, 
leading the perfection 
civilian type gas mask. Means 
should found provide gas 
masks the entire population 


San Francisco District 
Retained for CCS, Food and Drugs 


When the State Department 
Public Health moved its new 
Berkeley headquarters 2151 Berke- 
ley Way March left behind 
San two district offices. 
district office for the Bureau Crip- 
pled Children Services located 
Room 358 the Phelan Building, 
760 Market Street, and district 
office the Bureau Food and 
Drug Inspections located Room 
939 the Phelan Building. Mail re- 
lating those district offices should 
directed the San ad- 
dress. 


The CCS district office San 
serves coastal, Bay area 
and San Joaquin Valley counties. The 
bureau also has district offices Sac- 
ramento and Los Angeles. The food 
and drug district office San Fran- 
cisco one nine district offices 
the State. 


after the civilian type mask has 
been perfected. 


All groups should oriented 
civil defense. Training all 
levels should proceed 
rently and over period 
years. 


Consideration should given 
all levels training the sub- 
ject reactions and psy- 
chological first aid. 


portant military defense, 
should receive support from fed- 
eral funds. recommended 
that the Federal Civil Defense 
Administration requested, 
through the Health Serv- 
ice, provide federal matching 
funds the states, and that part 
these funds made available 
for payment trainees’ ex- 
penses within the out-of-state. 


The reports and findings these 
regional conferences should 
made available the Associa- 
tion State and Territorial 
Health Officers and the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. 
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Annual Conference Nursing Directors 
Attended Local Departments 


The public health nusing directors 
local California health depart- 
ments met Asilomar, April 14th- 
16th, with staff members the 
State Department Public Health 
for their fourth annual conference. 


Special committees appointed after 
last year’s meeting reported pub- 
health nursing civil defense, 
with schools vocational 
nursing and the use public health 
nursing services home pro- 
grams. 


Current methods determining 
the number public health nurses 
needed community were con- 
sidered half-day session. The 
formula being used for this purpose 
the Alameda County Health De- 
partment was discussed and per- 
tinent study being conducted the 
Health Service was re- 
ported. 

Another half-day session was de- 
voted new developments the 
nursing education programs the 
University California Berkeley 
and Los Angeles. Changes de- 
seribed nursing representatives 
both were discussed rela- 
tion the nursing programs 
for public health nurs- 
ing—the programs leading the 
master’s degree prepare nurses for 
supervisory and administrative posi- 
tions and the programs which pre- 
pare graduate nurses for staff posi- 
tions health agencies. 

Since the annual conference the 
directors local health department 
laboratories was session Asilo- 
mar the same time, the two groups 
held joint session. The public health 
nursing director and the laboratory 
director from the same large health 
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Western 
Society Formed 


For number years West Coast 
persons interested problems the 
aging have discussed the need for 
Western Gerontological Society. 
organizing committee persons 
representing health, welfare, educa- 
tion and other interests recently for- 
malized the society and are presently 
extending invitations for charter 
memberships. 


Membership open all persons, 
professional lay, who are concerned 
with the problems the aging, and 
members and fellows the na- 
tional gerontological society. Dues for 
1955 are $1. Applications may ob- 
tained writing Louis Kuplan, 
Interdepartmental Coordinating Com- 
mittee Aging. State Department 
Social Welfare, 1025 Street, Sacra- 
mento 


planned that the western so- 
ciety will affiliate later with the na- 
tional association. 


anticipated that the society 
will hold its first annual meeting 
San September, 1955. 
The Division Maturity and Old 
Age the American Psychological 
Association will meet there during the 
same time and several joint programs 
are now under discussion. 


department discussed the ways they 
had been able work together 
the joint solution certain problems. 
similar presentation was made 
two nursing and laboratory directors 
with medium-sized staffs and these 
directors from small health depart- 
ment with small nursing and labor- 
atory staffs. 


Lylia Campbell Olney Dies 


Lylia Campbell Olney, 
health nurse with the Los 
City Health Department since 
died her home May 9th. Mrs. Olney 
served tuberculosis nursing consults 
ant since 1934. She organized the 
Angeles County-wide X-ray Survey 
1950, and was instrumental 
the Tuberculosis Nursing 
Council Los Angeles County. 
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